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Bears’ secret weapon 
undetected by enemy : 


In both war and football, the most effective weapons are the ones that slip 


behind enemy lines undetected. 

Maintaining that element of surprise is why the Bears are being so selective 
when blitzing middle linebacker Brian Urlacher. The first-round draft pick reg- 
istered four sacks in his first four starts and is bid- 
ding to become the first rookie to lead the Bears 
in that category since defensive tackle Jim 
Osborne had six in 1972. 

“Brian's effective as a blitzer because we pick 
our times with him,” said defensive coordinator 
Greg Blache. “If everybody knows he's coming 
every snap, then they'll account for him. But you 
try to catch them by surprise and try to bring him 
in spots where they're not anticipating him.” 

Entering Sunday night's game against 
Minnesota, Urlacher and defensive end Phillip 
Daniels shared the team lead with four sacks. No 
one else had more than one. Urlacher led the By Larry Mayer 


Bears with 60 tackles and was one of four players 2 : 
with one interception. _ Managing Editor 


Some hard feelings 

Randy Moss doesn't have fond memories of dealing with the Bears prior to 
the 1998 draft, but that doesn't mean the Minnesota Vikings star plays with any 
extra motivation against a Chicago team that opted not to select him. The Bears 
picked running back Curtis Enis with the No. 5 pick while Moss slipped to the 
Vikings at No. 21. 

“There's probably still some guys up there in their front office that I don't care 
too much for,” Moss said during a conference call in advance of Sunday night's 
game. “But at the same time the coach (Dave Wannstedt) that had an opportu- 
nity to draft me is down in Miami. And I think J told you in the '98 season that 
he was not going to have a job there anymore. I don't think three years into my 
career] can hold a grudge against a team that didn't take me. Ijust want to go out 
there and be a complete ballplayer. I'm not looking at the draft anymore.” 

The Bears were reportedly convinced not to select Moss after he overslept and 
missed a meeting with club officials during a visit to Chicago. 

Moss has earned back-to-back Pro Bowl honors in his first two seasons and 
has caught 33 TD passes in 37 career games with the Vikings. In his first five con- 
tests versus the Bears, Moss had 34 receptions for 573 yards and 4 TDs. 


Under the lights 

Sunday's game was the Bears’ first prime time appearance since Dick Jauron 
became head coach. “I know they'll want to step up and show themselves,” 
Jauron said prior to the game. “I think I know this team well enough to know 
that. With that being said, there is a lot of pressure on them. Now where does 
come from? It comes from the fact that you're 1-5 and you're not performing at 
the level that you want to perform. Clearly we want to win. We want to win 
every game. The players feel that, and they're disappointed. They put a lot of 
pressure on themselves. And they press. I think they're pressing, and I don't 
know how to get them past that.” 


News & notes 

Former Bears defensive tackle Fred Williams died in Heber, Ark. Oct. 9after 
suffering his third stroke in eight years. He was 71. Williams, a fifth-round pick 
from the University of Arkansas, played 12 seasons with the Bears from 1952-63. 
His final game with the club was on Dec. 29, 1963 when the Bears beat the New 
York Giants 14-10 to win the NEL championship. 

.. The Bears aren't the only team that's struggling. San Diego Chargers head 
coach Mike Riley was trying to shake his 0-6 team out of its slump by starting 
Jim Harbaugh at quarterback Sunday in Buffalo-and then planning on repla~ 
ing him with Moses Moreno in the second quarter regardless of how Harbaugh 
fared. No word on whether other ex-Bear quarterbacks such as PT. Willis or Will 
Furrer were warming up in the bullpen. 

.. Things are much better for another ex-Bear in Miami. Defensive end Trace 
Armstrong Jeads the NFL with 10 sacks and is on pace to break Mark 
Gastineau's single-season record of 22 set in 1984 for the New York Jets. The 
Dolphins, coached by you-know-you, ‘started the'season 51> =» + - : 


With the Bears again floundering in last place in 
the NFC Central, one could argue this has been the 
most disappointing season in recent memory 
because of the lofty expectations. 

Even players can't pinpoint exactly what went 
wrong. The Bears were leading the season opener at 
Minnesota 20-9 in the third quarter before the Vikings 
rallied for three late touchdowns to win 30-27. Except 
for one emotional high in Green Bay, it's been a 
downhill trip ever since. 

“Tm baffled right now,” right tackle James “Big 
Cat’ Williams, the longest-tenured player on the ros- 
ter, said prior to Sunday night's game against 
Minnesota. “Prior to this season, I'd have told you 
that we could have been 6-0 right now. I still believe 
that. I still believe that even though we're 1-5, I still 
believe we could be 6-0 or at least 5-1. But what I feel 
doesn't mean much to how we play. We're going 
backwards right now and we can't afford to do that.” 

Jim Hanigan is one of only five players on the ros- 
ter who has experienced a winning season as a Bear. 


Bears searching for answers ¥ 
| a “y 3] Bear fans and national football prognosticators 
4 | | weren't the only ones who had high hopes for the 
: Monsters of the Midway this season. Bear players, par- 
ticularly those who experienced back-to-back 4-12 
seasons under Dave Wannstedt, felt this was the year 
Jim Flanigan their club would rebound and make a playoff run. 
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Williams, Barry Minter, Sean Harris and Todd Perry 
are the others. 

“It’s been as disappointing as any year that I've 
been around here,” Flanigan said after the Bears fell 
to 1-5 following a31-10 drubbing by the New Orleans 
Saints. “What's bothering me probably more than 
anything is that we haven't been able to improve over 
the last couple of games and correct things we've 
been doing wrong.” 

The losing is even wearing on rookies. 

“All we're doing is we're trying,” said safety Mike 
Brown. “It's not like we're going out there trying to 
lay eggs. We're out there busting our (butts) trying to 
win a football game. That's just the bottom line. We're 
trying to win and we're just not getting itdone. We've 
just got to find a way to get it done. 

“We're definitely frustrated. We dug ourselves a 
hole, now we've got to get out of it. The best way to 
do that is to start winning, and that's what we're try- 


ing to do.” 
- Larry Mayer 


Autry lands a starring role 


THEY SAID IT 


The Bears will encounter a | rusher “I've been to hell and back. 
familiar face when their peer into | Itcangonowhere but up forme.” 
the Philadelphia Eagles backfield Autry gained 15 yards on 
Sunday at Veterans Stadium. seven carries in a 17-14 loss to the 

With Duce Staley out for the | Washington Redskins Oct. 8 at 
season with a foot injury, the | Veterans Stadium. It was his first 
Eagles have anointed former Bear | regular season game since leaving 
Darnell Autry as their starting | the Bears. 
tunning back. “1 always feel like I'm one bro- 

Autry, a 1997 fourth-round | ken tackle away froma long run, 
pick, was cut by the Bears in 1998. | or one catch away from doing 
He signed with the Eagles that | some big things,” he said. 
September, but soon quit football Autry rushed for 319 yards 
to pursue a career in acting. After |» and 1 TD on 112 carries as a Bears 
working at a Planet Hollywood | rookie. He started three 
while waiting for his big break, | after Raymont Harris got hurt. 
Autry retumed to the Eagles in | Autry, drafted by the Bears witha 
February and made the team with | pick acquired in the disastrous 
a solid preseason. Rick Mirer trade, remains the last 

“Tm overwhelmed with confi- | Bears running back to score a 
dence,” said Autry, who remains | rushing TD against Tampa Bay. 
Northwestem's all-time leading — Larry Mayer 


[73 


James Williams on supporting 


é 


Former Bear Darnell Autry 
is back in the NFL with the 
Philadelphia Eagles after 
quitting football to pursue 
a career in acting. 


Dick leads, we follow. He’s the 
feather. The rest of us are just 
walking around with headbands. 


decisions made by Dick Jauron 
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IN THE POCKET: Cade McNown 
retained his starting job despite the 


Sinceno had four receptions but the 
Bears still lost to the Vikings. 
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DRAWING PRAISE: Bear coaches 
are pleased with the performance of 
newcomer Phillip Daniels. 


lowest passer rating in the NFC. 
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COVER STORY COLUMNISTS 


5 Rookie on the rise: Despite the problems 

the Bears are experiencing this season, safety 

Mike Brown is providing hope for the future. 
Cover photo by Steve Woltmann 
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pitting head coach Mike Ditka against his for- 
mer defensive coordinator, Buddy Ryan. 
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10 Mike Mulligan: By making no change 
at the quarterback position, it's obvious the 
Bears are playing strictly for the future. 


15 Doug Buffone: As the underachieving 
Bears approach the season's midway point, 
their greatest failing has been the offense's 
inability to control the ball and the clock. 


18 Bob LeGere: Defensive end Phillip 
Daniels’ value to the Bears goes much deeper 
than his ability to get to the quarterback. 


NEWS 


12-15 In the spotlight The Bears 
played their first prime-time game of the Dick 
Jauron era Sunday night against the Minnesota 
Vikings at Soldier Field. 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Not so safe at home 


Bears QB Cade McNown slides under linebacker Ed McDaniel during 
Sunday’s 28-16 loss to the Vikings. The Bears are 0-4 at home this year. 
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Head coach defends decision to stick with McNown 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 
After showing progress in an upset 
win at Green Bay, Cade McNown 
regressed against the Saints. 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Cade McNown clearly isn't the people's 
choice, but selecting a starting quarterback has 
never been a democratic process, 

Bears head coach Dick Jauron continued to 
defend his decision to stick with the embattled 
second-year quarterback, who threw three 
interceptions and no touchdowns Oct. 8 in an 
embarrassing 31-10 home loss to the New 
Orleans Saints. McNown was also sacked five 
times and directed an offense that produced 
just three points. 

McNown ranks dead last in the NFC with 
70.1 passer rating. Nevertheless, he has taken 
every snap for a Bears team that started 1-5 and 
is tied for 29th in the NFL in scoring. Fans 
booed McNown and chanted for backup Jim 
Miller throughout what was the Bears’ seventh 
loss in their last eight games at Soldier Field. 

Despite the message from the stands, the 
quarterback of the future remains the quarter- 
back of the present. 

“Thave to goon what I believe, and believe 
that Cade is the best,” Jauron said last 
Wednesday in advance of Sunday night's 
game against the Minnesota Vikings. “He's 
going to get better, and he's playing better. In 
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Our Blue and 
Orange GROWL 
TOWEL is a 
colorful 15” by 
18” towel made 
of cotton. Use it 
at home, in the 
shop, take it 
fishing, or wave 
it at the game! 


BERRow 


some ways, I wish I could say it was all on his 
shouldersthat if he did a lot better, we'd be 
better, Maybe that's true, maybe it's not. But 1 
believe he's the best right now. 

“T know that lots of people have a different 
point of view, clearly they do. I certainly hear 
about it enough, But that's the way I feel, and 
that's the only way I can go.” 

McNown has completed 58.1 percent of his 
passes for 1,254 yards with 6 TDs and 8 inter- 
ceptions. Yet the offense has failed to score a 
touchdown in two games and has been held to 
two touchdowns or less in four of six outings. 
Against the Saints, four different receivers 
dropped passes, two of which turned into 
interceptions. Plus the Bears played the game 
without top wideout Marcus Robinson, who: 
was sidelined with a sprained left ankle. 

Backups Miller and Shane Matthews both 
ran coordinator Gary Crowton's offense effi- 
ciently last season but remain on the bench. In 
1999, Miller generated two of the top seven 
most prolific passing performances in Bears 
history, while Matthews guided the team to a 
3-2 start before injuring his hamstring in a vic- 
tory at Minnesota. The Bears haven't been 
above the .500 mark since, losing 13 of 17. 

“Some people have suggested to get 
(McNown) off the field to give him a break 
from all the pressure,” Jauron said. “I don't 
sense that the pressure is really getting to Cade, 
so I wouldn't take him off the field for that pur- 
pose alone. If | felt like it was affecting him, or 
that he was very fragile in that regard ... I think 
he's a very strong young guy, and I have a lot 
of faith in him. 

“Tn terms of absolutes, I don't know that I'm 
absolutely right. I just believe in what I'm 
doing. I believe in these guys. I believe we'll be 
a good team. I wish it was last week, two 
weeks ago, three weeks ago. Hopefully, it will 
be this week and continue on.” 


Sunday night's game at Soldier Field fea- 
tured the NFL's top rushing quarterbacks, 
but that's where the similarity between the 
Bears’ Cade McNown and the Vikings’ 
Daunte Culpepper ends. 

While McNown entered the division 
clash ranked last in the NFC with a 70.1 pass- 
er rating for the 1-5 Bears, Culpepper was 
third at 94.1 for the 5-0 Vikings. With two all- 
pro wide receivers and the league's No. 1- 
rated running game, Culpepper is obviously 
surrounded by much more talent than his 
counterpart. Nevertheless, the two 1999 first- 
round draft picks are still at opposite ends of 
the development spectrum. 

Take their performances against Tampa 
Bay for example. McNown completed 15 of 
29 passes forjust 9 yards ina 41-0) loss, while 
Culpepper was 15 of 19 for 231 yards, two 
TDs ahd one interception in a 30-23 victory 
over the Bucs. Minnesota's 64, 266-pound 


Culpepper thriving for Vikes 
while McNown still slumping 


quarterback also had a 27-yard TD run-in Larry Mayer 


Jauron stands by his man 


Players back coach 


Ms Dick's. decision," said, right tackle 


‘suggestions to the coaching staff under any 
petro) sts orem 
id, “Tin to Lon Sunday 
and get wins and help people outif they need 
help. It's not my job to sit back and look at the 
onnel and tell you who should start and 
who shouldrt. {just nod my: head and keep 


short term, but the veteran tackle is focusing 


onthe bi pi 

wad to be givena certain amount of 
Ieeway, because he is a young guy,” Williams 
said. “For the older guys, its a little hard, 
because we want tO:win and we want to win 


“And Cade has a little growing to. do. But 
we all have to stick in there and grow with 
him. Ifhe grows and we cont, we're going to 
Sentenced 
him, the sky's the limit.” ee 


Daunte Culpepper 
Selected one pick 
before McNown 


that game. 

The Bears had a chance to draft 
Culpepper last season but traded down from, 
the No. 5 slot to No. 12 where they selected 
MecNown. Culpepper went at No. 11 to the 
Vikings. The Bears acquired draft picks. in 
that trade with the Washington Redskins 
that turned into wide receiver D'Wayne 
Bates, linelfacker Warrick Holdman, offen- 
sive lineman Jerry Wisne and tight end 

Justin Lyman. 

“They were graded awfully close,” Bears 
personnel boss Mark Hatley told the 
Chicago Sun-Times. “We liked Culpepper in 
some areas, and we liked Cade in some 
areas. If they had both been there at 12, it 
would have been a tough call.” 


OCTOBER 21, 2000 


BEAR REPORT 


5 


‘Brown provides 
hope for future 


MARK POTASH 


If you're desperate for a sign of progress in 
the Bears’ nightmare of a season, consider this: 
In Dave Wannstedt's second year, the Bears 
had the 39th pick of the draft and took offen- 
sive tackle Marcus Spears. In Dick Jauron's sec- 
ond year, they again had the 39th pick and took 
safety Mike Brown. 

About the only thing those two have in 
common is ‘they both scored touchdowns 
against New Orleans. Spears scored on a 1- 
yard pass from Dave Krieg ina 27-24 oss to the 
Saints at the Superdome in 1996. Brown scored 
ona 35-yard interception return in a 31-10 loss 
to New Orleans last Sunday at Soldier Field. 

But Spears' touchdown was his only impact 
in three lackluster seasons with the Bears. 
Brown already has made a bigger mark and 
looks like he'll only get better. Not only did he 
return an interception of Saints’ quarterback 
Jeff Blake 35 yards for a touchdown, but he's 
been a starter since the season opener after 
beating out veteran Shawn Wooden. And the 
22-year-old from Scottsdale, Ariz. has only 
solidified his position with Wooden on the 
sidelines since Week 3 with a hamstring injury. 

“As the season goes on, I'm feeling more 
and more comfortable,’ Brown said. “I think 
that's part of just getting experience. I'm having 
fun out there. That's the main thing. As long as. 
Ikeep pushing and keep getting better, itl be a 
successful season.” 

Brown's touchdown against New Orleans 
was the first by a Bears rookie defender since 
Myron Baker in 1993. It was the first touch- 
down on defense by a safety since Mark 
Carrier returned an interception of Brett Favre 
34 yards in a 30-17 victory over Green Bay at 
Soldier Field in 1993. (Safety Anthony Marshall 
scored a touchdown against Tampa Bay in 
1995, but that was an 11-yard retum of a 
blocked punt.) 

Brownis renowned for his football instinct, 
buthis pick against Blake was more a matter of 
being at the right place at the right time. Blake 
never saw him. 


.AS a prep football star at 


“I was just reading my keys and it just so 
happened it fell in my lap like that,” Brown 
said. “It's a plus when you do what you're sup- 
posed to do and things work out for you.” 

Brown said he could not remember the last 
time he scored a touchdown. He never got one 
at Nebraska, where he was known as a big hit- 
ter and solid tackler. 

He made sure he kept the ball, though he 
nearly lost it when his teammates mauled him 
in the end zone. 

“When the guys came and jumped on me I 
kind of lost it a little bit,” he said. “But I knew 
where it was the whole time.” 

Brown's early success is a bit ironic, consid- 
ering the Bears were looking for speed in the 
draft. Brown isn't slow, but he was the only 
position player the Bears drafted in April who 
did not have blazing 40-yard dash times. 

“He's got great anticipation,” Bears vice 
president of player personnel Mark Hatley 
said of Brown. “He's got great football instincts. 
He understands the game. You have to have 
speed. [But] if you don't have it you have to be 
able to know what they're doing to you. You 
have to know what they're doing when they 
line up. Mike has that ability. It's a God-given. 
thing, I guess.” 

A former scout, Hatley knows of the pitfalls 
of falling in love with a player or getting an 


"_ oversell from his college coach. But he had no 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Rookie Mike Brown is proving to be the sure-tackler and impact player the 
Bears envisioned when they chose him in the second round of the draft. 


doubt about Brown. 

“If I would have been a coach 
going through there, I'd be up on that damn 
[drafi] table with him every round,” Hatley 
said. “I wanted that guy. I trusthim. He's going 
to do what he's supposed to do. I know he's 
going to do what's right and he's going tomake 
everybody else do what's right.” 

Hatley got the big sell from Charlie 
McBride, the former South Sider who retired 
after 20 years as Nebraska's defensive coordi- 
nator. 

“When I met Mike I wanted him on our 
football team,” Hatley said. “I didn't know we 
were going to take him in the second round. 
But at that time, I can still remember Charlie 
McBride telling me, ‘If I'm going to [the NFL] 
the first player I take with me of anybody 
who's been through here is Mike Brown.’ 

McBride can't say enough about Brown. He 
was going to retire after the 1998 season, but 
when Brown got wind ofit, he asked his coach 
to reconsider, and McBride did. 

“If it had been anybody else but him, I 
wouldn't have,” McBride said. “Mike's a spe- 
Gal kid. He's got the whole package: character, 
loyalty, instincts and intelligence, Of all the 
guys I've been around in college, he's the best.” 

Bears defensive coordinator Greg Blache 
was impressed from the start. 

“He brings unusual football savvy to the 


“As the season goes on, I’m 
feeling more and more com- 


fortable. | think that’s part 
of just getting experience. 
Pm having fun out there.” 
Mike Brown 


game,” Blache said. “He's a rare young man. 
He's nota rare physical specimen but ... he has 
the intellect, the feel for the game, understand- 
ing the angles, the nuances of the game. He's 
rare in that way.” 

Brown missed the first two days of training 
camp because of a contract dispute. But once 
he signed he quickly established himself as a 
potential contributor. From there it was only a 
matter of time before he wona job. Hereplaced 
Tony Parrish for the final preseason game. The 
following week he replaced Wooden in the 
starting lineup at strong safety. 

The more he plays, the better he gets. He's 
also a contributor on special teams. He's one of 
four starters who also play on kickofts and kick 
returns. 

“There's nothing better than experience to 
make you better,” Brown said. “I'm learning as 
Tm going. That's part of it, especially being a 
rookie. I don't know everything, so it's good to 
be out here learning on the go.” 


Mark Potash covers the Bears for the Chicago 
Sun-Times. 


Attention 
Bears Fans 


Travel package and 
individual game tickets are 
now on sale for this season. 


Away Games 
NY. Jets 
Buffalo 
Philadelphia 
San Francisco 
All Division Teams 


AMes 


Indianapolis 
New England 


All trips can include any of the 
following items: 
Game Ticket — Endzone — 50 Yard 
Hotel Accommodations 
Airline Tickets 
Tailgate party 


Diamond Travel 
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Facts and Figures 
Kickoff: Noon (ct), Sunday, Oct. 22 
Site: Veterans Stadium, Philadelphia 
Capacity: 65,352. 

Playing surface:, Attificial turf 

Last meeting: Eagles’ won 20-16 Oct. 
17, 1999 at Soldier Field. Cade 
MeNown and Marcus Robinson, both 
making their first NFL starts, connected 
for an 80-yard TD pass. But that came 
after McNown had thrown two costly 
interceptions that helped the Eagles 
take a 20-6 halftime lead. In his first 
game with the Bears, Chris Boniol 
made 3 of 4 field goals attempts. 
Series: Bears lead 26-6-1 but have lost 
2 of 3 since winning seven straight. 


CHICAGO BEARS 


at 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Eagles a good barometer for Bears 


to rough up the Eagles Sunday in Philadelphia. 


By Gene Chamberlain : the Eagles in a 20-16 defeat last year, and : The chief difference in these teams has 
Bear Report Correspondent led all NFL quarterbacks in yards rushing : been their defenses. When Reid took over 
through Week 6. McNabb, a Chicago : the Eagles, many pieces of a formidable 

Normally, rebuilding teams like touse : native, is second to McNown in quarter- : defense already existed. Cornerbacks 
matchups with league powerhouses as : back rushing yards. Bobby Taylor and Troy Vincent and 
measuring sticks to chart their progress. Without Curtis Enis on a consistent : defensive ends Hugh Douglas and Mike 
Sunday's game at Veterans Stadium : basis at fullback to provide blocking, the : Mamula have blended with this year’s 
against the Philadelphia Eaglesisaneven ; Bears’ running game has struggl No. 1 draft pick, Corey Simon, for a 
better measuring stick for the struggling | James Allen followed the backfiel defense ranked ninth through six weeks, 


Bears. It is a game pitting coaching 
regimes which began at the same time, 
offenses led by second-year scrambling 
quarterbacks, and two rebuilding teams 
with struggling running attacks plagued 
by injuries. 

The Eagles had won eight of coach 
Andy Reid’s first 22 games while the 
Bears won seven of coach Dick Jauron’s 
first 22 games. 

Developing 1999 first-round dratt 
picks Cade McNown and Donovan 


McNown had his first career start against 


most solid rushing effort of the year 
against Green Bay with a 10-carry, 24- 
yard game in a 31-10 home loss to the 
New Orleans Saints. 

Meanwhile, since the Eagles’ Duce 
Staley suffered a foot injury, Philadelphia 
has gone chiefly to a running game by 
committee, relying on backs like former 
Bear Darnell Autry, aging third-down 
specialist Brian Mitchell and fullback 
Stanley Pritchett, That group produced 
just 26 yards on 11 carries in their first full 


Field with 138 total yards of offense. 


Only Tampa Bay and Miami had 
more sacks and only four teams had 
more interceptions than the Eagles 
through six games. 

The pressure will be on the Bears’ 
defense to rise up and show ithas begun 
taking steps toward being, the type of 
defense the Eagles have, one which great- 
ly aids the development of a second-year 
program. 

Sunday's game may be the Bears’ last 
chanee for a victory for a while. After a 


McNabb have had quarterback ratingsin ; game without Staley. bye week following the Eagles game, the 
= - the low to mid 70s after starting all season Tt was Staley who figured prominent- : Bears open‘the second half of the season 
Clyde Simmons and Jim Flanigan will again look and playing part-time last season. : ly inbeating the Bears last year atSoldier : against Indianapolis, at Buffalo, versus 


‘Tampa Bay and at the New York Jets, 


? By Gene Chamberlain 


ON THE AIR Who rates the advantage? 
Television: [4 
~ ae € S ef Positions Comments 
<—— Fox will 
televisentie Quarterback Similar statistically, but Eagles’ McNabb wins more often. 
game live to VW] Running back With Staley hurt, McNabb is the Eagles’ best runner. 
a regional | Wide receiver If entirely healthy, Robinson tips scale Bears’ way. 
Mel ees h/] ‘Tight end Eagles throw to tight ends like Bears do to wideouts. 
Radio: A A . 
WHEREIN \/] Offensive line Tra Thomas, Jon Runyan massive bookend tackles. 
Maeenede f/| Defensive line Douglas, Simon excel; Daniels only consistent Bear rusher. 
with Gary i u 7 
Foie ta VW Linebackers Trotter, Northwestern’s Gardner have experience edge. 
Arkush and h/] Secondary Taylor, Vincent veteran pros. Bears’ Brown catching on. 
Tom Thayer 
announcing. Special teams ___ Edinger loves artificial turf; Milburn regaining form. 
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BEARS 


Name 

Paul Edinger 
Cade McNown . 
Shane Matthews . 
Brent Bartholomew 
dim Miller... 
James Allen ...-. 
R.W. McQuarters . 
Shawn Wooden 
Jerry Azumah 
Glyn Milburn . 
Thomas Smith . 
Walt Harris 
Frankie Smit 
Mike Brown . 
Marlon Barnes 
Tony Parrish . 
Mike Green . 
Curtis Enis 
Scott Dragos . 
Ray McElroy 
Warrick Holdman . 
Brian Urlacher 
Sean Harris 
Olin Kreutz .. . 
Chris Villarrial 
Rosevelt Colvin . 
Casey Wiegmann . 
Robert Newkirk 
Rex Tucker ... 
Patrick Mannelly 
James Williams 
Jimmy Herndon 
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Jerry Wisne 
Déz White . 
Eddie Kennison 
Macey Brooks . . 
Kaseem Sinceno. 
Marty Booker . . 
D'Wayne Bates . 
Marcus Robinson 
Dustin Lyman 
Van Tuinei . 
Khari Samuel . 
Barry Minter. 
Phillip Daniels 
Troy Wilson . 
Clyde Simmons . . 
Mike Wells. . 
Bryan Robinson 
Jim Flanigan 
Practice squad 

26 Todd McMillon . . 
38 Brian Edwards 
49 Shonn Bell 
52 Dustin Cohen 
63 Brad Williams . 
Injured Reserve 

14 Sulecio Sanford . . 
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wt Age Exp College Name » HE 
162 22 a Michigan State ga pire ae : eo 
208 23 onovan McNa! z 
196 30 7 Florida Sean Landeta .. . 6-0 
220 23 2 Ohio State Koy Detmer .. . 6-4 
215 28 7 Michigan State Ron Powlus 61 
215 24 3 Oklahoma Gari Scott .... 6-0 
198 23 3 Oklahoma State Brian Dawkins - 5-11 
205 26 5 NotreDame Bobby Taylor .. 63 
195 22 2 New Hampshire Duce Staley 5-41 
176 28 8 Stanford Troy Vincent 6-1 
190 20s oe NomiiCaronns Damell Autry .. 5-10 
195 26 5 Mississippi State Je'Rod Cherry 6-4 
joa ae Ree Brian Mitchell 5-10 
202 22 R Nebraska Al Harris GA 
215 24 1 Colorado ; q 

Jason Bostic . . 59 
eu ie ie Sees Tingion Stanley Pritchett 61 
176 23 R__ Northwestern State Cecil Ma ae - & 
250 24 3 Penn State eee Se 

Rashard Cook : 511 
245 24 1 Boston College a aM 
196 28 5 Eastem lilinois Damon Moore: 2 
246 24 2 Texas A&M Tim Hauck . . - ZAG 
244 22  R NewMexico ee is 
252 27 6 += Arizona : 
285 23 3 Washington Hugh Douglas Me 
308 27. 5 _ Indiana (PA) Jeremiah Trotter = 
254 23. «2 += Purdue Mike Caldwell . . 62 
285 25 5 Iowa James Darling 60 
230 23 1 Michigan State Ike Reese 62 
315 23 «2 Texas A&M Mike Mamula . &4 
270 25 3 Duke Dwight Johnson . 
331 31 zo Cheyney State (PA) Hank Fraley . 2 
318 27 jouston Bubba Miller z 
308 29° 8 Kentucky Bobbie Williams 63 
270 31 9 Florida Ryan Schau 6 
300 26 6 Texas Jon Runyan .. 67 
315 24 2 Notre Dame Jermane Mayberry 6-4 
219 24 R_ Georgia Tech arainanas = 67 
UES Bp Boe) : Doug Brzezinski 64 
212 24 2 James Madison John Welbourn 65 
Be Oe SSUES a Hollis Thomas 6.0 
215 24 2 Northwest Louisiana é 

Torrance Small . 63 
215 24 2 Northwestern Chios lobise, ea 
215 24 4 South Carolina 

Dameane Douglas . 60 
250 24  R Wake Forest 
Be0 be ae -Aibone Jeff Thomason . . 65 

Luther Broughton . 62 
240 23. 2 Massachusetts cee ea 
Zo eS g Gene Alex Van Dyke 6-0 
257 29 5 Pittsburgh State Todd Pinkston 62 
292 36 15 Western Carolina seat : oe 
315 29 8 Iowa awis - 
300 26 4 Fresno State Corey Simon - 6-2 
230 29 7 Notre Dame ia Walker... 63 

aul Grasmanis . . 
183 27 1 Northem Arizona Brandon Whiting 
220 24 2 E. Tennessee State Injured Reserve 
260 25 2 Virginia-Wise 61 Giradie Mercer 
236 23. R Miami (Ohio) 79 Greg Jefferson . 
295 22 R_ Notre Dame Reserve/Non-Football Injury List 
93 Pernell Davis ...........4 

190 23 1 Middle Tenn. State Practice Squad 
205 25 1 Louisiana Tech 43 Elijah Thurmon .... 
176 24 1 Louisiana State 33 Thomas Hammer 
173 23 R_ Wake Forest a1 William Hampton 
185 27 5 Penn State 64. lohntRomere 
Zee 26 eee) USE 91 Uhuru Hai 


17 Chad Mackey... 

39 Reggie Austin . .. 

81 Bobby Engram .. 

‘Age as of opening weekend 2000 
McSeramblers looms. 

‘The future of the quar- 

NEL goes on display-scrambling quarter- 
backs are the trend among young NFL 
against them, allowing 196 yards, 4 touch- 
downs and 11 first downs on 

bling quarterback, Cade McNown, goes 
against the Eagles’ defense, Donovan 
Mount Carmel, provides one more chance for 
the Bears’ defense to show it has founda way 


31 Cedric Donaldson 

84 John Allred 

‘This Sunday a batile of é 

Sa 

terback position in the 

passers, and the Bears’ defense has struggled 
runs through Week 6. While their own scram- 
McNabb, a Chicago native who stared at 
_tostop the more versatile passer of the future, 


Jauron 


MEET THE COACHES 


Reid 
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head coach. He is 0-3 
vs. NFC East Division 
opponents including 0- 


Green Bay as defensive backs 
coach, then four years as 
Jacksonville’s defensive coordi- 
nator. Jauron played eight NFL. 


the Lions and Bengals. 


Dick Jauron, 49, has a Andy Reid, 42, has 
7-15 record in two seen the kind of 
seasons as Bears progress during his 


1 this season. Jauron, who was born 
in Peoria, spent nine seasons with 


seasons (1973-80) as a safety for 


second season with 
the Eagles that the |; 
Bears had hoped to 
see this year. After a 5-11 first sea- 
son, the Eagles got off to a 3-2 
Start in 2000. Reid was a spin-off 
from Mike Holmgren’s success- 
” ful Packers coaching regime. He 
was a grad assistant at BYU in 
1982 with Bears offensive coordi- 
nator Gary Crowton. 


1972 
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Rancaoanss 
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College 
Louisville 
Syracuse 
Towson State 
Colorado 

Notre Dame 
Michigan State 
Clemson 

Notre Dame 
South Carolina 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
California 

‘SW Louisiana 
Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Georgia Tech 
South Carolina 
Wisconsin 
USC 

Ohio State 
Montana 
Arkansas State 
Northwestern 
Central St. (OH) 
Stephen F. Austin 
Middle Tennessee St. 
Washington St. 
Michigan St. 
Boston College 
Baylor 

Robert Morris 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Minois 
Michigan 

Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Florida St. 
Boston College 
California 
Northern Illinois 
Alcorn State 
Colorado 
California 
Oregon 

Furman 

North Carolina 
Nevada 

S. Mississippi 
Marshall 
Brigham Young 
Florida State 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
California 


Marshall 
Central Florida 


Alabama-Birmingham. 


Howard 
Minnesota 
Murray State 
California 

Delaware St 


Staditim codes: S (Soidier Fieidi. 
v (Veierans Stadium, Philadelphia). 
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BLAKE BROCKERMEYER 


HUGH DOUGLAS 


Douglas started the season with 85 sacks through the 
Eagles’ first six es to rank among NFL leaders. With 
injuries limiting, 6 Eaples/ right end to just four games and 
two starts in 1999, he recorded only two sacks. In 1998, he reg- 
istered a career! high 12.5 sacks in his first year with the Eagles. 


a 


BRIAN URLACHER 


Ge 
CHAD LEWIS 


Lewis is a 6-6, 252-pound undrafted tight end who had 
only seven catches coming into this season. In five games this 
year he had 22 catches for 245 yards, tying him for team- hi 
among wideouts and tight ends in catches and leading 
team in receiving yards. 

Urlacher led the Bears in tackles through six weeks with 60 


OCTOBER 21, 2000 


EDDIE KENNISON 


S&S 
TROY VINCENT 


Vincent, a nine-year veteran, has been the consummate 
pro. The former Dolphin had 32 career interceptions including 
three this season through Game 6 and is coming off a career- 
high seven last season. 

Kennison has provided depth the Bears have needed 
because of a season-ending, knee injury to Bobby Engram and 


Brockermeyer is back to full eosin at left tackle after a 
bout with an arm infection earlier in the season. He has been | even though he didn’t become a starter at the position until] an ankle sprain suffered by Marcus Robinson. Taking the role 
the team’s most effective pass blocker in a season when the | Week3,Asaformercollegesafety, Urlacherhasshownanabil- | of chief receiving threat against the Saints in Week 6, Kennison 


Bears’ offensive line has been hit with injuries. 


Hugh Douglas 


Blake Brockermeyer 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE EAGLES HAVE THE BALL 


RCB 


21 TAYLOR 
31 Harris 


43 MOORE 
42 Cook 


20 DAWKINS 
45 Hauck 
25 Cherry 


51 EMMONS: 
56 Caldwell 


53 DOUGLAS 
62 Johnson 


54 TROTTER 
57 Darling 


78. THOMAS: 
97 Walker 


90 SIMON 
96 Grasmanis 


ity to stay with tight ends and backs in pass coverage. 


Brian Urlacher Chad Lewis 


RCB 


25 SMITH 
23, Azumah 


23 VINCENT 
2 Bostic 


) 


52 GARDNER 
58 Reese 


53 HOLDMAN 
92 Minter 


59 MAMULA 
98 Whiting, 


93 DANIELS 
96 Simmons, 


tied a career-high with eight receptions. 


Eddie Kennison Troy Vincent 
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30 BROWN 37 PARISH, 
22 Wooden 29:Smith 
47 McElroy 43 Gren 


27 HARRIS 
21 McQuarters: 


64 URLACHER 
91 Samuel 


ft 


97 WELLS 99 FLANIGAN 
90 Tuinei 76 Culpepper 
62 Newkirk 


69 COLVIN: 
55 Harris 


98 ROBINSON 
95 Wilson, 
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65 MILLER 89 LEWIS 


67 Schau 


5 McNABB 
10 Detmer 
11 Powlus 


22 STALEY 98 MARTIN 
30 Mitchell 36 Pritchett 
24 Autry 


71.MAYBERRY 
66 Williams 


69 RUNYAN. 
76 Welbourn 


72 THOMAS 76 WELBOURN 
76 Welboum 74 Brzezinski 
63 Fraley 


85 SINCENO 
9 Lyman 
S Dragos 


88 ROBINSON 
80 White 
87 Bates 


80. SMALL 
87 Pinkston 
86 Van Dyke 


60.WIEGMANN 68 VILLARRIAL 71 WILLIAMS. 
57 Kreutz (Inj.) 64 Tucker 79 Wisne 


82 KENNISON 78 BROCKERMEVER 
86 Booker 74 Hemdon 
83 Brooks 


8 MCNOWN 


15 Miller 


9 Matthews 
20 ALLEN 


24 Milburn 


44 ENIS 
92 Bares 


75 PERRY 


64 Tucker 83 Thomason 


84 Broughton 


81 JOHNSON 
Brown 
82 Douglas 
16 Scott 
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TALE O 


F THE TAPE TURN 


Chicago Bears 


at 
Philadelphia Eagles 
(Rankings through Week 6) 


OFFENSIVE RANKINGS 


TOTAL OFFENSE 18 16 
Rushing offense 12 (t) 5 
Passing offense 22 26 
Total yards per play 13, 11 
Rushing average 2 “| 
Passing average 22 27 
Percentage had intercepted 23 21 
Sacks allowed per pass play 24 16 
First downs per game 28 20 
Third down efficiency 29 (t) 7 
Fourth down efficiency 24 (t) 29 (t) 
Punt return average 18 8 
Kickoff return average 11 2 
Gross punt average 30 ti 
Net punt average 27 17 
Points per game 29 (t) &) 


Field goal percentage 


TOTAL DEFENSE 


26 


i DEFENSIVE RANKINGS 
ie 


Rushing defense Caf 17 
Passing defense 21 
Total yards per play 24 3 
Rushing average 14 
Passing average 24 2 
Percentage intercepted by 23 6 
Sacks per pass play ig) ih 
First downs per game 24 13 
Third down efficiency 16 9 
Fourth down efficiency 22 (t) 8 (t) 
Punt return average 10 23 
Kickoff return average 14 if 
Gross punt average 4 
Net punt average 4 
Points per game 26 


Opponents’ FG percentage 


BACK 
' THE 
CLOCK 
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As part of every 
game preview this 
season in Bear 
Report, we will take a 
look back at a 
memorable game 
played between the 
Bears and their 
upcoming opponent. 


Emotional win 
over ex-coach 


By Larry Mayer 

Managing Editor 

Kevin Butler missed four field goals but 
made the one that mattered most as the Bears 
edged the Philadelphia Eagles in a 1986 grudge 
match pitting head coach Mike Ditka against 
his former defensive coordinator, Buddy Ryan. 

‘Three days after Bears players carried both 
Ditka and Ryan off the field on their shoulders 
following the team's 46-10 triumph in Super 
Bowl XX, Ryan left to become head coach of 
the Eagles. The second game of the next season 
featured the two fiery coaches who were con- 
sidered rivals by some even when they were 
on the same staff. 

Walter Payton rushed for 177 yards on 34 
carries and Butler hit a 23-yard field goal 5:56 
into overtime to give the Bears an emotional 
13-10 victory at Soldier Field. Butler went 2 of 6 
onthe day, missing from 38, 46, 37 and 55 yards 
while hitting an earlier 23-yarder. 

After the game, Ditka admitted his feud 
with Ryan was a distraction. - 

“I made it too much of a personal thing,” 
Ditka said. “You try to do individual things 
and that’s wrong. We're in a team sport, and 
when I have to start thinking I have to rely on 
being a genius to win football games, I’ve gota 
lot of problems. The last time this hay 
was the year we played Dallas the first time. 
You try to do so much.” 

Ryan embraced former star pupil Mike 
Singletary after the game, and the two 
exchanged a few words, Ryan then stepped to 
the podium and said, “Our kids gave a hell of 
an effort. We had to take the ball away from 
them hen we needed to, but we didn't.” 

At that point, Ryan's lips iiverin; 
Peco cae 2 


Buddy Ryan lost in his return to 


BEARS 13, Philadelphia 10 
Sept. 14, 1986 
Soldier Field 


“That's about all,” he gulped. “T feel sory 
for those kids.” 

Ryan then headed to the coaches’ locker 
room to compose himself before returning to 
continue his press conference. Asked about 
Ditka, Ryan said: “I.didn't pay any attention to 
Mike. I watched our offense. 1 never look 
across the field. I probably couldn see that far 
anyway.” 

Asked about Bears players, Ryan said: 

“We'll be friends forever, although some were 
probably afraid to come over and say hello. 
They might have thought they'd lose their 
obs” : 
- Butler probably felt his job was in jeopardy, 
but for different reasons. After a rookie season 
in which he made 31 of 38 attempts, the 
Georgia product kept the game close with his 
errant kicks. He had made 23 straight field 
goals inside the 40,before pushing a 38-yard 
attempt wide right in the first quarter. 

“T can't comprehend having a game like 
today,” Butler said. “I just won't settle for it. 1 
never hada game this bad when I played for 
Georgia. 

“My teammates supported me today all the 
way; They kept coming over to tell me I was a 
good kicker And they saved my butt in the 
end.” 

The Bears reached Eagles territory on 11 of 
their 14 possessions and advanced inside the 
33-yard line five times without scoring. 
Philadelphia made it into Bears territory only 
twice including a 77-yard TD drive thattied the 
score 10-10 with 13:35 left in the fourth quarter. 

‘The Eagles turned the ball over on six of 
their final nine possessions. Comerback Mike 
Richardson intercepted two Matt Cavanaugh 
passes on the same drive, fumbling back the 
ball on the first one, 

The winning drive came after Bears safety 
Dave Duerson stripped Charles Crawford of 
the ball on the overtime kickoff. Payton then 
gained 29 yards on six carries to set up Butler's 
game-ending field goal. 

“The only reason this game was close was 
because ofme,” Butler said. “I didn't really win 
it, Dave Duerson won it by making tha tackle 
to force the fumble in overtime. And the 
offense won it.” 

The Bears rallied from a 3-0 halftime deficit 
as Payton scored his 100th career rushing 
touchdown. Sweetness also surpassed the 
15,000-yard barrier. 

“It's not fair for Payton to be compared toa 
Dickerson or a Brown or a Dorsett,” said Bears 
tackle Jimbo Covert. “He has to be compared 
to legends like Bronko Nagurski and Jim 


- Soldier Field. as Eagles head.coach.... _. Thorpe. He's Superman,’ sek SSE ae 
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going with either backup quarterback, Jim 
Miller or Shane Matthews. 

You can't help but feel that Jauron would 
have already gone to the bullpen ifhisjob were 
in danger. Instead, in the second year of a 
rebuilding process the priority is to develop 
McNown for the future despite the results this 
season. 

Both Miller and Matthews are much more 
efficient in the Bears’ scheme and rely on get- 
ting rid of the ball fast and staying within the 
thythm of the offense to succeed. Miller 
brought more of a downfield passing game to 
the forefront when he started last year, while 
Matthews relied on his ability to work the short 
passing game to drive the team. 

McNown seems to rely solely on his ability 
to improvise when plays break down to 
achieve success. It's very difficult to win that 
way in the NFL where timing and accuracy are 
invaluable assets for any quarterback. The 
Bears think they can teach these things to 
McNown and then let him improvise on occa- 
sion in order to make plays. 

“IE I thought [the problem] was Cade, we 
would do something about it,” Jauron said. “In 
one instance [against New Orleans]—and I 
don't mean to pick on anyone-there were 
seven dropped balls. Those are significant 


May Hate Him... 
bat r -- . 


MIKE MULLIGN 


To.the surprise of none and the dismay of 
many, the Bears have decided to stay the 
course with Cade McNown this season despite 
the young quarterback’s obvious struggles. 
No team wants to admit it's playing strictly for 
the future, but that's the only conclusion you 
can draw after watching coach Dick Jauron 
repeatedly deny the idea that a move at quar- 
terback might change the Bears’ fortune. 

Jauron’s mantra these days is that the Bears’ 
woes are not attributable to one player and 
MecNown gives the team the best chance to 
win. The counter argument is that no team's 
woes are ever attributable to a single player 
and that at 1-5 the Bears have little to lose by 


You May Love Him, You 


ach, | 


But whatever you think of Da ( 
you know he ducks no punches. 


no-holds-barred stories told 
combat- 
. friends 

‘oach through the 
losest to him. 


who has 
sonality to s 


“If you look at the Bear 
lego and a picture of him, 
there’s not mich differ- 


“Ditka came into the locker room 
and started pounding on an 
equipment locker. All of a sudden, 
he looked up at the trainer and 
said, ‘I think I broke my hand.’ He 
had. We didn’t know whether to 
laugh or ery."--Jim McMahon 
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Staying with McNown shows| | 


Bears playing for the future 


Plays, and there is not a lot [McNown] can do 
about that.” 

Still, the Bears have just about run out of 
options to tum around their season. While 
McNown mightnot be singularly responsible 
for all the losses, he has done little to win any 

es. Moreover, the quarterback position is 
theonly one where you can say perhaps the 
backups would get the job done ahead of the 
starter. Jauron admits he's been tempted to 
make a move. i 

“We certainly have considered it at 
times, like we would at any position, in the 
course of a game,” he said. “We just never felt 
in the games to date that it was the right move 
at that time.” 

Jauron said he thinks McNown is gettin; 
better every game in terms of going throu; 
his ions, reading defenses and getting 
the ball to the right receivers. Unwilling to 
admit he's playing McNown for the future 
rather than the present, Jauron insisted there 
has been enough progress to stick with the 
young quarterback. 

“IE you have a plan and you believe in a 
plan and think you are headed in the right 
direction despite what you are going through, 
it makes it easier,” Jauron said. “It still is diffi- 
alt. It is dearly a difficult thing to go through 
for everybody, fans included.” 

Trouble is, McNown has already lost the 
crowd at Soldier Field with his uncertain play, 
and Jauron’s task is making sure McNown 
does not lose the confidence of teammates. 
Players know whoshould be starting, and they 
also know playing a young quarterback strict- 
ly to develop him will hurt a team in the short 
term, which affects the immediate careers of 
everyone on the roster. 

That's one of the reasons Jauron can't admit 
he's looking to the future when he sticks with 
the mistake-prone McNown. But Jauron 
denied there was a predetermined decision to 
stick with McNown through thick or thin and 
even attempted to rewrite history by saying 
McNown was not given the starting job in 
training camp and implying he won it, albeit 
aided by injuries to Miller and Matthews. 

But that is ignoring the fact McNown was 
anointed the starter before Miller even re- 
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Through Week 6, Bears quarterback 
Cade McNown ranked last in the NFC 
with a 70.1 passer rating. 

signed with the team as a free agent. 

Regardless, Jauron conceded he's giving 
McNown some leeway. 

“Asyou go through hard times, if you think 
the guy is the guy, that he's the answer, you try 
tostay with him,” Jauron said. “Idon'tthink it’s 
a dissimilar answer to what we said.” 

For their part, both Miller and Matthews 
have been supportive. 

“The backup quarterback is always a popu- 
lar player" Miller said. “Its been that way 
everywhere I've been. Sure, I'd love to play, but 
all the problems have not been Cade's fault and 
it's not right to hang itall on him.” 

Matthews remembers the boo birds and cat 
callers that zeroed in on him last year ina game 
against New Orleans that he eventually rallied 
the Bears back to win. 

McNown himself says he's never consid- 
ered the possibility of being replaced despite 
his failings. “That kind of thinking never enters 
my mind,” he said. 

Maybe it's time everyone started giving it 
some serious thought. Matthews said every- 
one on the feam is aware that “they made the 
decision to go with Cade, he is the future and 
they are going to stick with him.” 

Did they know the price would be this 
steep? 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears and the NEL for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Bears ina rush to 
hit ground running 


By Larry Mayer 
, Managing Editor 


The Bears don't want to ground coordinator 
Gary Crowton's aerial attack, they're just trying 
“to give their struggling offense a better chance 
to take off by placing a greater emphasis on the 
running game. 

Members of the Bears offensive line recent- 
ly approached Crowton to urge him to all 
more running plays and to stick with the 
ground game even if it isn’t initially successful. 

“We talked about it as an offensive line,” 

" said left guard Todd Perry. “We need to doa 
better job establishing the run and being more 
successful out of the gate. But a running game 
is a rhythm and a tempo and when it doesn't 
look good early, just have faith that we'll get it 
done, so let's stick to it and try to keep the 
defense a little more honest than they've been 
playing us. ‘ 

“Basically, all we wanted was just a little 
more balance because defenses were starting to 
vpin their ears back (to just pass rush) and that 
makes it difficult for everyone.” 

After Bears running backs averaged just 15 
carties in the first three games, the Bears com- 
mitted to more standard two-back sets. Head 
coach Dick Jauron moved Curtis Enis to full- 
back and James Allen to feature back, and run- 
ners averaged 23 carries the next two games 


BACKFIELD IN MOTION 


This season the Bears are assured of 
having their seventh different rushing 
leader in eight years, most in the NFL: 


Year Leadingrusher  Att-Yrds 
1999 Curtis Enis 287-916 
1998 Edgar Bennett 173-611 
1997 Raymont Harris 275-1,033 
1996 RaymontHarris 194-748 
1995 Rashaan Salaam 296-1,074 
1994 Lewis Tillman 275-899 
1993 Neal Anderson 202-646 


800-7 83- 


EXCLUSIVE EVE 


including a season-high 25 
at Green Bay. Not too coin- 
cidentally, that was the 
Bears’ only victory in their 
first six games. 

The _ increased 
emphasis on the running 
game during that stretch 
was no doubt a result of 
the discussion between 
Crowton and his players. 

“1 think that's one of the reasons we started 
running the ball, because we did go to Gary,” 
said right tackle James “Big, Cat” Williams. 
“We didn't complain, but we were like, ‘We like 
torun the ball.’ Running the ball opens up a lot 
of stuff for us. We're very good at play-action, 
but we have to run the ball for that (to work). 

“T think that was something Gary has seen 
himself. He's seen that last year when we did 
play well, when we did win games, we ran the 
ball. That speaks for itself.” 

Against New Orleans, the Bears reverted to 
old form with Allen carrying only 10 times for 
24 yards. The ineffective running game helped 
New Orleans dominate the time of possession 
battle 38:28-21:32. 

Given the fact that the Bears are 39-0 when 
they've rushed at least 40 times since 1984, the 
simple conclusion is to just hand the ball off 
repeatedly. But it's not that easy. Being able to 
run the ball that much depends on several fac- 
tors. 

“There are lots of parts to the answer,” 
Jauron said. “You've got to stay on the field. 
You've got to convert on third down. You've 
got to get off the field defensively. You've got to 
get more snaps offensively. You can't fall 
behind. When you get behind, then you've got 
to do things to try to catch up faster. 

“Ttall works into one, but the bottom line is 
we do have to run the ball. We do have to run 
it effectively, or we're not going to be a good 
football team.” 

Allen has compiled career-highs in yards 
with 321 and carries with 78 while averaging a 


James Allen 


respectable 4.1 yards per attempt. But he 
tushed only four timés in the first half against 
the Saints, gaining seven yards. New Orleans 
runner Ricky Williams averaged just 38 yards 

per carry in the first half but compiled 60 yards 
on 17 attempts. He finished the game with a 
Walter Payton-like 128 yards on 30 carries. 

With quarterback Cade McNown con- 
tributing 48 yards on five carries, the Bears 
averaged a full yard (4.8-3.8) better per rush 
than the Saints but were outgained by 114 
yards (186-72) on the ground. 

The Bears’ offense ranks 18th overall, tied 
for 12th rushing and 22nd passing. The ground 
game is ranked so high primarily because 
McNown is the NFLs top ground gainer 
among quarterbacks with 291 yards. 

The bottom line is that the Bears must 
improve in all areas on offense to havea fight- 
ing chance of winning in the NFL. 

“You have to be able to do both (run and 
pass),” Jauron said. “But we have to run it bet- 
ter. Whatever we do, we have to stay on the 
field a lot more than we have. We have to get 
our defense off the field.” 


Unemployed one week, starting Bears 
tight end the next. 

That's the unusual path followed by 
Kaseem Sinceno, who earns the No. 1 job by 
default. The 6-4, 255-pounder was signed 
Oct. 2 after the Bears traded Alonzo Mayes to 
the Miami Dolphins. Six days later, Sinceno 
made his Chicago debut by catching two 
fourth quarter passes for 16 yards in a 31-10 
loss to the New Orleans Saints. Starting tight 
end John Allred sustained a season-ending 
knee injury in that contest, meaning Sinceno 
is now the Bears’ starter at the position. 

“Tve seen much weirder things happen,” 
said Sinceno, who was waived by the Green 
Bay Packers this summer in training camp. 
“Things happen like that. With the amount 
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Sinceno follows unusual path 


Dragos says aloha to 
Hawaii, re-joins Bears 


Leaving paradise tojoin a 1-5 football team 
may not be everyone's fantasy, but it was a 
dream come true for Scott Dragos. 

kia here fat Tete es Po 

last Th iy to 
Allred, who is out for the season after sutfer- 
ing fom anterior cruciate and medial collater- 
aliiganenis inkistightlaeeOa Sagainstthe 
New Orleans Saints. 
who spent training camp withthe 
Bears before being released in the final roster 
cutdown, was working out at the University 
of Hawaii where he was visiting his girlfriend 
when he was summoned to Chicago. 

“1 was in good shape,” said. “I 

fea be ee one ee? 
somewhere.” 
spent most of last season on the 
Bears’ practice . This summer he caught 
a 17-yard TD pass from Clint Dolezel in 
preseason opener against the New York 
Giants, The New England Patriots called him 
pe Sse a eae ae > il 

“Uthought 1 well: vin the 

ene at Jeast earn another sh Dragos 
way football works .., gUyS 0 

comin You've just got to 

case anche timer coe 


~ Larry Mayer 


of people (teams) can keep (on the roster) 
and the frequency of injuries, you never 
know what's going to happen in this league. 
Everybody gets opportunities at different 
times, and this is mine.” 

Sinceno, who caught three passes for 42 
yards and 1 TD in 10 games as an-undrafted 
free agent with the Philadelphia Eagles in 
1998, made his first NFL start against the 
Saints as the Bears opened in a three-tight 
end set. Not bad for someone who hadn't 
seen a Bears playbook until six days earlier. 

“Tm feeling pretty good,” said Sinceno, 
the nephew of former world heavyweight 
boxing champ Riddick Bowe. “The concepts 
of the routes are starting to come better.” 

- MCarnival, Mayer 


© Airfare Available from Most Major Cities 
© Airport Transfers with Baggage Handling 
7 Exciting Days and Nights 

Aboard the CARNIVAL TRIUMPH 
All Shipboard Meals and Entertainment 
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Bears from : 


By Don Costello 
Special to Bear Report 


Like the varsity squad squaring off against 
the freshman team, the Minnesota Vikings 
seem to enjoy spotting the Bears an early lead 
just to see how long it takes them to produce a 
melodramatic come-from-behind victory. 

Unlike week one, when the Bears were 
unable to protect a double digit second half 
lead, Sunday night's game at Soldier Field saw 
Chicago build an early 9-0 advantage before 
Minnesota shook off the moss and rolled to a 
28-16 victory, 

“J thought it was similar to the last game 
[against the Vikings],” said Bears quarterback 
Cade McNown. “We out-hit. We out-hustled. 
We moved the ball well on them.” 

Since holding a 20-9 third quarter advan- 
tage against Minnesota in the first game of the 
season,.the Bears have been outscored 180-81. 

On Sunday night, the Bears couldn't stop a 
trio of Vikings. Second-year quarterback 
Daunte Culpepper passed for 3 TDs, Robert 
Smith rushed for 170 yards on 23 carries and 
Cris Carter caught seven passes for 111 yards 
and 11D. 

After the Vikings (6-0) had scored 21 unan- 
swered points, Chicago (1-6) climbed back into 
the game on the first play of the fourth quarter 
when James Allen barreled up the middle fora 
6-yard TD run to cut the Minnesota lead to 21- 
16, Allen’s touchdown run was the first for a 
Bears running back in the 2000 season. 

The defense failed to produce a critical stop 


on third and long on the following drive, with 
he result being a 17-yard completion to Carter 
followed by a 7-yard TD pass to Randy Moss 
five plays later to put the Vikings up 28-16 with 
9:26 left in the game. 

“We played them tough but not tough 
enough,” said Bears coach Dick Jauron. 
“You've got to score points to stay on the field 
with a team like this.” 

A possible rally by the Bears following Ray 
McElroy’s recovery of a fumbled punt forced 
by Mike Brown fell short when McNown was. 
pressured to make a play on crucial third and 
fourth down plays. Facing fourth and 14 from 
the Minnesota 24, McNown was unable to 
connect with a wide-open Marty Booker at the 
5, giving the ball back to Vikings with 4:50 
remaining. 

“When we do get in those situations, we 
need to make a play and get the ball up the 
field,” said McNown. 

Against the Vikings, he threw for one score, 
completed 19 of 33 attempts for 210 yards and 


Bears 2000 Schedule 


PRESEASON 


Date 

Sat., Aug. 5 
Sat., Aug. 12 
Sat., Aug. 19 
Fri., Aug. 25 


Opponent 

at N.Y. Giants 
CLEVELAND BROWNS 
at Cincinnati Bengals 
TENNESSEE TITANS 


REGULAR 
at Minnesota Vikings 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
NEW YORK GIANTS 
DETROIT LIONS 
at Green Bay Packers 


Sun., Sept. 3 
Sun., Sept. 10 
Sun., Sept. 17 
Sun., Sept. 24 
Sun., Oct. | 


Sun., Oct. 8 

Sun., Oct, 15 
Sun., Oct, 22 
Sun., Oct. 29 Bye 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
at Philadelphia Eagles 


Sun., Nov. 5 

Sun., Nov. 12 

Sun., Nov. 19 

Sun., Noy. 26 

Sun., Dec. 3 

Sun., Dec. 10 

Sun., Dec. 17. 
Sun.,Dee.24 
*Central time 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
at Buffalo Bills 


at N-Y. Jets 


at San Francisco 49ers, 
‘at Detroit Lions 


Opponent 
8 
6 
24 


SEASON ,_— 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


GREEN BAY PACKERS — 
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


= @ 
Vikings catch | 
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Rookie Dez White’s first NFL touchdown, a 25-yard screen pass, gave the 
Bears a 6-0 first quarter lead before the Vikings rallied to remain undefeated. 


threw no interceptions. 

“We did a lot of great things but we weren’t 
able to capitalize in crucial moments,” said 
McNown. 

In the first quarter, the Chicago defense suc- 
ceeded in stopping the explosive Vikings 
offense. In lingo, it did what it had to 
do. The defense forced three-and-out posses- 
sions, pressured Cull and kept the ball 
out of the hands of Moss and Carter in critical 
situations. 

It started when rookie linebacker Brian 
Urlacher sacked Culpepper on the Bears' third 
defensive play of the game, tying former Colt 
Duane Bickett for the third longest streak of 
consecutive games with a sack by a rookie. 
Bickett recorded a sack in five straight games in 
1985. 

The offense responded when McNown 
found rookie Dez White on a third down 
receiver screen for a 25-yard touchdown toss to 
give Chicago a 6-0 first quarter advantage. For 
White, a third round draft pick out of Georgia 
Tech, it was his first NFL touchdown. A bad 
handle on the snap prevented Paul Edinger 
from attempting the extra point. 

MecNown connected with tight end 
Kaseem Sinceno for an apparent touchdown 
on a third and goal play in the second, but 
Sinceno had gone out of bounds just prior to 
making the catch, making a an ineligible 


receiver. The Bears went up 9-0 on a 22-yard 
field goal by Edinger on eee play. 
Robinson beat two Minnesota defenders 


Nae Hepeiyie cer | 
Edinger score. 
“It's frustrating when you drive all the way 


PLAY. OF THE — 


down the field and don’t put six points on the 
board,” said’ Marcus Robinson, returning after 
eae s wae a2 hae Od 


a es McNown’s favorite target, 
caught seven passes for 88 yards but was 
unable to find the end zone. 

The Vikings then scored two TDs in a'span 
of three minutes in the second quarter. 

Down 9-0, the Vikings broke through the 
Bears defense on the first play from scri 
following an Edinger field goal. Smith, with 
help from down-field blockers Moss and 
Carter, wove through the Bears line, lineback- 
ers and secondary for a 72-yard scamper to cut 
eee z 

The Vikings took a 149 lead on a 
Culpepper to Carter 24-yard toss over the head 
of comerback Jerry Azumah. 

The Vikings continued to toy with the 
defense after the break as Minnesota went 54 
yards on five plays for a score when Culpepper 
found Matthew Hatchette on another 24-yard 
touchdown pass with Azumah defending. 

“The big plays got us again,” said Jauron. 
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Giving Bears a boost 


Robinson returns from injury, catches 7 passes 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Marcus Robinson’s return from a sprained 
left ankle after a one game absence gave the 
Bears’ offense a huge boost in Sunday night's 
28-16 loss to the Minnesota Vikings. 

Robinson caught a team-high seven passes 
for 88 yards including receptions of 23 and 42 
yards that set up Paul Edinger’s 22-yard field 
goal which gave the Bears a 9-0 second quarter 
lead. 

Robinson entered the game leading the 
Bears in all receiving categories with 25 catches 
for 418 yards and 4 TDs. His presence helped 
the Bears’ offense string together scoring drives 
of 76 and 74 yards. 

Robinson was questionable just before 
game-time with an injury he sustained Oct. 6 in 
practice. 

“J got a couple of nicks and it was hurting a 
couple of times, but that’s football,” Robinson 
said. “You're out there, you're a little hurt, 

" you're banged up, you've still got to play 
through it ‘ 

“1 felt pretty:good, fluidly running, cutting 
offit. It's just sometimes you hit itin the wrong, 
spot and you feel it, but you keep playing.” 


Passing, fancy; Cade’ McNown had a hot 
and cold night. The second-year quarterback 


NFL RESULTS 


WEEK 7 

Bye: Detroit, Miami, Tampa Bay 
Sunday, Oct. 15 

Minnesota 28, BEARS 16 

St. Louis 45, Atlanta 29 
Washington 10, Baltimore 3 
New Orleans 24, Carolina 6 
Pittsburgh 15, Cincinnati 0 

N.Y. Giants 19, Dallas 14 
Oakland 20, Kansas City 17 
Buffalo 27, San Diego 24 (OT) 
Denver 44, Cleveland 10 
Indianapolis 37, Seattle 24 

N.Y. Jets 34, New England 17 
Philadelphia 33, Arizona 14 
Green Bay 31, San Francisco 28 
-Monday, Oct. 16 

Jacksonville at Tennessee, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 8 

Bye: Green Bay, N.Y. Giants, San Diego 
Thursday, Oct. 19 

Detroit at Tampa Bay, 7:20 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 22 

BEARS at Philadelphia, noon 
Arizona at Dallas, noon 

Buffalo at Minnesota, noon 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, noon 
Denver at Cincinnati, noon. 

‘New England at Indianapolis, noon 
New Orleans at Atlanta, noon 

St. Louis at Kansas City, noon 

San Francisco at Carolina, noon 
‘Tennessee at Baltimore, noon 

Seattle at Oakland, 3:05 p.m. 
Washington at Jacksonville, 3:15 pm. 
Monday, Oct. 23 

Miami at NY. Jets, 8 pm. 


GAME 
NOTES 


completed 4 of 6 passes for 54 yards on a key 
second half touchdown drive, but missed open 
receivers earlier while Minnesota was mount- 
ing its comeback. 

McNowr's problems continued late in the 
game, when he miscommunicated on a long, 
pass to Robinson before missing Marty Booker 
across the middle on fourth-and-14 with 4:50 
left and the Bears trailing 28-16. 

“J felt like we were passing the ball and 
running the ball on them pretty well,” 
McNown said. “I've got to go look at this game 
film because I can’t see where we lost this 
thing. It’s just frustrating. You see guys open, 
you're hitting them. Our guys were open. 
There were a couple throws I should have 
made. ... It’s a tough one to swallow.” 

McNown finished the game completing 19 
of 33 passes for 210 yards with one TD and no 
interceptions. Inhis previous two home games, 
McNown had thrown just one TD and six 
interceptions. 

MecNown’s TD pass came on a 25-yard 
receiver screen to rookie Dez White, who gave 
the Bears a 6-0 first quarter lead with his first 
NEL score. White entered the game with just 
three receptions for 15 yards. 


Backfield in motion: With 71 yards on 22 
carries, James Allen has surpassed his total 
rushing yards from his first two seasons com- 
bined. Allen hasa team-high 392 yards this sea- 
son after running for 389 yards in 1998-99. 
Allen averaged 21.2 carries and 79.9 yards in 
two games before carrying just 10 times for 24 
yards a week earlier ina 31-10 home loss to the 
New Orleans Saints. 

Allen‘s6-yard TD run on the first play of the 


fourth quarter was the first score by a Bears 

ing back this season. Entering the game, 
McNown had all three of Chicago's rushing 
TDs. 

McNown, the leading ground gainer 
among NFL quarterbacks, rushed for 27 yards 
on four carries. In the season opener at 
Minnesota, McNown gained 87 yards on 10 
rushing attempts. 

Filling in: With fullback Curtis 
Enis missing his second straight 
game with a left shoulder injury and 
fight end John Allred out for the sea- 


tions for 32 yards with a long of 12. 
Sinceno caught an apparent 4 
yard TD pass midway through the 
second quarter, but he had 
out of bounds before coming back in to catch it. 
The penalty nullified the score and forced the 
Bears to settle for a field goal. 

Scott Dragos, who signed last Tuesday, also 
played fullback. 
Also missing the game with injuries were 
center Olin Kreutz (left knee) and defensive 
tackle Brad Culpepper (right shoulder). 


Briefly: RG Chris Villarrial suffered a groin 
injury and was replaced by Jimmy Herndon 
because Rex Tucker had sustained a concus- 
sion on special teams. RT James Williams suf- 
fered a leg injury but remained in the game. ... 
Edinger made his only field goal attempt, a 22. 
yarder, and is now 6 of 10.0n the season but just 
3 of 7 from 30 yards or more. ... The Bears have 
now lost 14 of their last 18 since starting last 
season 3-2. They've dropped 10 of 12 overall 
and 8 of 9 home games including all four this 
season. The Bears have lost 7 of 8 to the Vikings 
and have dropped five straight at home to 
Minnesoia. ... Sunday’s game was the Bears’ 
first prime-time game since Jauron became 
head coach. The Bears lost their only national- 
ly-televised e last season 21-17 on 
Thanksgiving Day at Detroit. 


( 2000 NFL STANDINGS 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division 


L 
oe 
2 
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4 
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AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division 


OuRwnm 


Urlacher 
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See : ‘pachade 
‘Urlacher now has 57 tackles, 6sacks, 
7 interceptionand 1 fumble recovery. 
Bears comerback Jerry Azumah 
didn't have as memorable a night! The 1949 
fifth-round draft pick got beat for twin 2 
yard TD receptions: by Cris Carter and 
Matthew Hatchette that tumed a 97 Bears 
Jead intoa 21-9 defiat. 

‘The Bears’ held the high-powered Vikings’ 
offense without a first down on thive of iis 
four ions. But Minnesota rurinii 
back Robert Smith ignited the comeback with: 
a 72-yard TD tun that came-one play after 
Paul Edinger’s 22-yard field goal had given 
the Bears. 9-Olead midway through the:sac- 
‘ond quarter. 

Smith broke tackle attempts ‘by Jin 
Flanigan and Khari Samuel in the backfield, 
cut tothe left and dashed down the sideline to 
draw the Vikings to within 9-7. Smith rush. 

for 170 yards on 23 caries in surpassing 
Chuck Foreman (5,879) as the Vikings’ all- 
— Larry Mayer 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 
James Allen rushed for 71 yards but ° 
was still outgained by Minnesoita’s 
Robert Smith by 99 yards. 
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SCORING SUMMARY 


Chicago Bears. 
Minnesota Viking: 

Bears, 1, 3:46, White 25-yard pass from McNown (run failed) (5-63, 
3:13) 0-6 

Bears, 2, 8:58, Edinger 22-yard field goal (10-76, 4:46) 0-9 

Vikings, 2, 8:35, Smith 72-yard run (Anderson kick) (1-72, 0:23) 7-9 

Vikings, 2, 5:26, Carter 24-yard pass from Culpepper (Anderson kick) 
(4-33, 1:55) 14-9 

Vikings, 3, 10:01, Hatchette 24-yard pa 
kick) (5-54, 1:59) 21-9 

Bears, 4, 14:56, Allen 6-yard run (Edinger kick) (9-74, 4:15) 21-16 

Vikings, 4, 9:26, Moss 7-yard pass from Culpepper (Anderson kick) 
(9-59, 5:30) 28-16 

Paid attendance: 66,944; time: 3:09 


s from Culpepper (Anderson 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Vikings Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 17 17 
By Rushing 7 8 
By Passing 9 8 
By Penalty 1 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY T14-50% 4-14-29% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 1-2:50% 1-2-50% 
TOTAL NET YARDS 368 294 
‘Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing) 58 61 
Average gain per offensive play 63 48 
‘NET YARDS RUSHING 191 98 
Total Rushing Plays 2» 26 
Average gain per rushing play 66 38 
Tackles for a loss - number and yards 24 35 
NET YARDS PASSING 17 196 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass B21 ees 
Gross yards passing 198 210 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. 2615-0 33-19-0 


ass play (ine. # thrown passing) 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 
PUNTS Number and Average 
Had Blocked 
FGs-PATs Had Blocked 
Net punting average 
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoils) 
No. and Yards Punt Returns 
No. and Yards Kickoff Retums 
No. and Yards Interception Returns 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 
TOUCHDOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempis 


SAFETIES 
FINAL SCORE 
TIME OF POSSESSION 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 

RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. «= Gain’ «= TD 
Allen 2 nl 3.2 9 1 
McNown 4 21 68 il 0 

Had 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG Int. 
MeNown 33 19 210 24-1 42 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD 
Robinson: 7 88 12.6 42 0 
Sinceno 4 po fs is ae) 
Brooks 2: 25 8.3 14 0 
Booker Z 32, \le 24) io 
White 1 25. 25 25 1 
Allen 1 fis 0) 
Kennison 1 4 4 4 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
None 
PUNTI No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Bartholomew a 242 34.6 1 0 50 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Milbum > BW Sie <i 
W. Harris yal Bakr 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Milburn a oe 


Rushing Yards 
200° 


0 


‘Bears 


Passing Yards 
200 - 196 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg, Gain 
Smith 2B 17074 72 
Culpepper 4 15 3.8 7 
Williams 2 6 3 5 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG 
Culpepper 26 15 198 321 3 26 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG 
Carter 7 11 159 26 
Moss 4 ao 7a) Ss 
Hatchette 1 2 2A 2h 
Walsh 1 18 18 18 
MeWilliams 1 2 aS 
Smith 1 1 eG. 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG 
None 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 
Berger 5 204 408 0 0 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 
Walters 2 4 3225 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 
Williams 3 Oo 56 2B 
Walters 1 Os -85: 35 


Int. 
0 


TD 
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Bears 


Time of Possession 


Vikings 27:25 


CHICAGO BEARS 
Unofficial 

T Ast. Sack Yrds, Int. PD FF FR 
S. Harris 3 3.00! “00 0 ‘0-8 0 
W. Harris $i Ol §200: OOS NORMS: 0; 20 
Urlacher 5) 10 20) INO) 0) t=O; MO ™ 16 
Parrish 4° £10) 00 40110) i 0; 
Brown 4: jor ION 00) Oe tos” ce; - 40. 
Holdman AS 10> 2.00) 010) 16° 0) Gi 1a 
Smith 4:10) E010" 1010s <0 20). Bs <0, 
Wells AT AD — RO) “G0ice 40 OE 0. 0) 
Flanigan 2 0" 20105 100) 07” ON 0) 0 
Newkirk Qe 0 20:0)" 0108 Tee” 10;  “e—8) 
Robinson 2 10! 010) 00) ~ {0 Gi Be 280. 
Colvin 1 0 “OO No0 “Oe OF 8 
Daniels 1° O00) 16:0) 0) 28 10 
Simmons ty O- G0: "00; “O 0) O 0 
Azumah 0), 30, 0.0K, 00 io = deta ie) 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

nofficial 

T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF ER 
McDaniel 10° O10" 00 0 - ey or 
Rudd 6.2 “00: O0- 30). Or he 4G 
Griffith BO G00) O8F 0 80). td ae 105 
Wong 4. 9 7010: S00 Sore Be 40) 0 
Burrough 3. =0°°" <0" 160. -0\ vO 6, 
‘Thomas 3° 0 00 00 pf aI ~ Ye 
Williams 3. <0 "00" 00) 9 “OY ero 9 
Dishman 2A 06, Or Si 0 10 
Hovan 2° 10) fOr too TO orycol = 7a 
Sawyer 2 0 06 00 © "0 10 40 
Wright 2) 0-100 ~ 60.0) Be 
Paup £ O. 60 = 60) 0) Ol s9r ee 
Randle 1 0: 30! 8107) adhe i ae) 76. 
Saver 1 0 00: 180) 0° 2on-ser. BAD 
Thibodeaux 1 0! O68: <80° 0 Sta ee 
Tate OA OG 0:0 ele. 10 = OK a8 
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Bears struggling 
to control clock 


DOUG BUFFONE 


As the disappointing Bears approach the 
season's midway point, I think their greatest 
failing has been the offense's inability to control 
the ball and the clock. 2 

They did a much better job of that Sunday 
night against the Vikings, but it’s been a sea- 
son-long problem. 

Controlling the ball and moving the chains 
go hand-in-hand, and the offense is not taking 
what the defense gives them in mostsituations. 
It seems they want the home run ball when 

_ they should be focusing on making first 
downs. It's like boxing-you jab and jab and 
then land the knockout punch. The knockout 


punch rarely comes first. 

I thought the Bears would be around the 
500 mark at this point in the season and I fig- 
ured they'd finish 8-8 or 9-7. I knew they had a 
lot of young players and would make a lot of 
mistakes, but they're a much more inconsistent 
ballclub than I ever expected. 

While I already touched on the offense, I 
think the defense is very sporadic. One drive 
they look like world beaters and the next they 
offer little resistance. The defense just doesn't 
play four quarters. I know they're on the field a 
lot, but they can rectify that situation by not 
giving up as many first downs. They also need 
to force more turnovers to create better scoring 
chances for the Bears offense. 

As far as the quarterback situation, I under- 
stand what they're doing with Cade McNown. 
Irespect Dick Jauron for taking a stand. He has 
a plan, and that plan obviously concerns play- 
ing McNown. Jauron would like McNown to. 
acquire the moxie to run the offense with the 
same type of rhythm Jim Miller and Shane 
Matthews displayed last season. And if that 
happens, you have an added dimension 
because McNown possesses running ability 
that Miller and Matthews don't have. 

T'm sure there were times Jauron has been 


message boards « chat - audio & video highlights « 
in-depth team analysis » team gear 
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Receiver Macey Brooks caught three 
passes for 25 yards but committed 
two crucial pass interference penal- 
ties in Sunday night’s loss. 
tempted to bench McNown, but he's stuck 
with him. Ifit was me, | would have made the 
move to put either Miller or Matthews in the 
game. I'm not saying McNown wouldn't start 
again the next week, but sometimes you have 
to provide a little spark by making a change. 
While McNown has not played up to 
tions, you certainly can't blame him for 
all the dropped passes and the offense's failure 


experts with colorful, 
phone servicess’Call 
and get thedatest scoop: 
line nunibers. " 


1-888-621-3267 
1-800-256-7110 


THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR YOUR NFL FAN. 


for any NFL foolt 


When it comes to professional-football, 
to turn. . . the Professional Football| 


Trivia Trove 
Name the only Bears quar- 
terback since 1962 to pass 
for atleast 300 yardsin.con- 
secutive games. 

(Answer on page’19) 


to establish a running game. And then of 
course there have been injuries to'the two start- 
ing, wide receivers. While Marcus Robinson's 


ig-play presence is obviously missed, I think 
the thing that really hurt was losing Bobby 
Engram for the season in the'third game. 

What the Bears need to do in the second 
half of the seasonis get ona roll. Believeme,'m 
no stranger to all of this. I played on a Bears 
team that went 1-13 in 1969 and losing can 
become a habit. You don't try to lose, but peo- 
ple start aceepting it if they've been exposed to 
it for a long time. You always look to the next 
game and the next game, but then pretty soon 
the season is over. 

In 1969 we said the same things these Bears 
are saying-we have a good team that isn't as 
bad as its record, we're not putting it all togeth- 
er, and different people are taking turns mak- 
ing mistakes. For me, thisis like déja vu all over 
again. The only way you can break out of itis 
to buckle up and get ready for the next game. 
There are no easy solutions. 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone Sports 
Magazine Sunday mornings on Fox Sports 
Chicago. 
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John Mangum intercepted eight passes in nine seasons with the Bears 


including this one in 1997 against the New Orleans Saints at Soldier Field. 
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By Mark Mandernach 
Special to Bear Report 


John Wayne Mangum Jr. might not play 
football on Sundays anymore, but that doesn’t 
mean he's not watching a lot of football. 

Mangum retired three games into the 1998 
season. And one of the first things he did when 
he moved back to Jackson, Miss., was buy a 
satellite dish. First of all, he still has many 
friends on the current Bears ballclub, and he 
still lives and dies with them on Sundays. And 

- along with watching the Bears, he also follows 
his kid brother Kris Mangum, a fourth-year 
tight end for the Carolina Panthers. 

“711 tell you, it’s a lot easier to get out of bed 
on Monday mornings when you watch foot- 
ball on Sunday as opposed to playing it” 
Mangum said with a chuckle. 

Mangum and his wife, Stacy, have two chil- 
dren, Jake and Bailey. When he’s not doing 
family things, watching football, golfing, play- 
ing softball, hunting or fishing, he’s working in 
the marketing division for CAP Trust, an 
investment consulting firm. 

“Nota lot of down time,” he said. 

Mangum played college football for the 
University of Alabama, where he was a three- 
time All-SEC comerback, and majored in bank- 
ing and finance. He was the Bears’ sixth-round 
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pick in 1990. Yet growing up in the South, 
Mangum still was a Bears fan. 

“Twas a senior in high school when the ‘85 
Bears won the Super Bowl,” he said. “I loved 
that team. They were easy to root for. And it 
was great representing the Chicago Bears. We 
played in a historic stadium in a great city in 
front of great fans for a team with a real tradi- 
tion. I have absolutely no regrets,” 

An undersized special teamer and nickel 
back at 5-10 and 183 pounds, Mangum still had 
big-play potential for the Bears. As a rookie in 
1990, he intercepted a pass and broke up three 
others in a home playoff victory over the New 
Orleans Saints. 

Mangum finished his Bears career with 
eight interceptions, 562 tackles, five fumble 
recoveries, 38 passes defended and 4.5 sacks. 
But his nine seasons in the NFL took their toll. 

“T knew Thad hit the end of the read,” said 
Mangum, whose late father John Sr. played for 
the AFL's Boston Patriots. “My body told me it 
was definitely time to go. But I never thought 
I'd play one season in the NFL, and I made it 
intomy ninth year, covering receivers like Jerry 
Rice, Cris Carter and Herman Moore. And | 
loved every minute of it!” 


John Mangum cah be reached via e-mail at 
jomsvm@aol.com, 
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Daniels earns praise 


508 eGERE ZZ! Pears pleased with free agent 


Before Phillip Daniels notched his fourth 
sack of the season in the Week 5 upset of the 
Packers and then buried quarterback Brett 
Favre on Green Bay's final offensive play, fore- 
ing his pass to wobble out of control, the Bears’ 
defensive end may have been a disappoint- 
ment to some — but only to those who don't 
know much about football. 

Daniels is tied for the team lead with four 
sacks, while the Bears’ other down linemen 
have combined for just three sacks among 
them. But Daniels' value to the Bears goes 
much deeper than his ability to get to the quar- 
terback. 

“1 think the guy's done a good job since the 
season started,” defensive coordinator Greg 
Blache said. “He's played well against the run, 
he's gotten some pressure other times (when 


he didn't get the sack), he's demanded double- 
teams, he's got guys jumping offside. I don't 
think he's a finished product, I think he can get 
better, but I think he's done some fine things.” 

Just not enough to suit those who expected 
a combination of Mark Gastineau and Reggie 
White when Daniels signed with the Bears for 
$24 million this past off-season after four pro- 
gressively more impressive seasons with the 
Seattle Seahawks. 

“Guys think that (because) you pay a guy 
($24) million, he's going to grow a second head 
or become Superman,” Blache said. “It's not 
going to happen. He'sstill a football player, and 
he's still a human being, so I don't expect him 
to become superhuman. J just expect him to 
come out and work every day and earn his 
paycheck, and he's done that. I've been pleased 


with Phillip since Day 1.” 
No one was pleased with the mance 
of any member of the defense or the offense in 


a disappointing 31-10 Week 6 home defeat to 
the New Orleans Saints. Adding to the insult of 
the loss was a recurrence of the pinched nerve 
that affected Daniels’ play for the second 
straight week and will force him to wear a pro- 
tective cervical collar in the near future. But it 
isn't likely to keep him out of any games. 

“T'm going to be fine,” Daniels said. “I just 
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have to get used to wearing it [havea | 
whole week to get used to it in practice. 
I wore it some in practice (the previous) 
week so it's not a big deal.” 

The more pressing concern for 
Daniels was the sub-par play of the 
defense, which allowed the Saints 405 
total yards. 

“Everybody knows that we have to 
play better,” Daniels said. “We didn't 
play good at all. We looked at film and jj 
‘we made a lot of mistakes and they did 
some good things on their side of the 
ball also. So we've just got to refocus and 
get better and eliminate those errors that 
we made.” 

While no one faulted Daniels for the 
effort he displayed while playing hurt 
against the Saints’ Pro Bowl offensive 
tackle William Roaf, the Bears’ big- 
money free agent was unfairly and premature- 
ly criticized in the preseason when he failed to 
puta quarterback on the ground in any of four 


games. 

When the 6-5, 290-pound, 27-year-old hon- 
estly admitted that he wasn't using his best 
movesall the time to get to the quarterback and 
instead working on other pass-rush maneu- 
vers, it didn't go over well in the media or with 
some fans. 

“In the preseason, everyone was ranting 
and raving because he didn't have any sacks,” 
Blache said. “At the time, I just said, ‘Wait until 
the season, let the guy play some football 
games and then make a decision.” 

From the beginning, Daniels predicted dou- 
ble-digit sacks and said that he should have 
high expectations placed upon himself because 
of the money he was making and the player 
that he had become in Seattle. There's more to 
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Newcomer Phillip Daniels has more 
sacks than the rest of the Bears’ 
defensive line combined. 

Daniels’ game than getting after the quarter- 
back, though. 

“He's not Richard Dent,” Blache said, “He's 
not Dan Hampton; he's Phillip Daniels. We 
know what he's doing to help our football 
team. He's doing things in the run game, he's 
doing a lot of good things. I don't know what 
people want, if they want his first child or 
blood or whatever, that's between him and 
them. I don't know what else they want from 
him, but we're pleased with Phillip, that's all 1 
can say. I don't know what more we can ask 
from him right now at this time.” 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald. 


“Guys think that (because) you pay 
a guy ($24) million, he’s going to 
grow a second head or become 

Superman. It’s not going to 


happen.” 
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VIEWPOINT 


Jauron risks losing team 


The Bears offense should be effective 
because you can't cover all those receivers run- 
ning good routes. But the key is good decisions 
by the quarterback going through his progres- 
sions to find the open man. 

Iwill not dog Cade McNown because he is 
a Bear, a tough one, and maybe the quarter- 
back of the future. He is just not the best quar- 
terback on the Bears; he is the third best. In a 
year or two he may be the best, but not yet. 

Ifthe coaches don't make the change now to 
Jim Miller, they will be telling the team that 
they do not pick the best players to fill the start- 
ing positions-they pick the top draft picks. 
They will lose the team and the team will lose 
confidence in the system. 

Tam telling the Bear fans that the system is 
good, but you have to have good solid deci- 
sion-makers at the helm. McNown has time to 
find receivers and there is no way someone 
isn't open if they run decent routes. 

We are 1-5, but it isn't too late. Make the 
change and give Miller all the snaps in practice 
to get up to speed, then evaluate the offense. 


Paul A. Hass 
Franklin, Indiana 


Rice would be nice 


‘Richard Dent, Steve McMichael, Dan 
Hampton-the glory days of the '85 Bears were 
led by these intimidating pass rushers. It's sim- 
ple, when you have a great pass rush, the 
defense as a whole becomes great. 

Once again, this year's Bears defense lacks a 
decent pass rush. The signing of Phillip Daniels 
is a step in the right direction, but it's not 
enough. The young Bears defense has an 
underrated backfield and a core of talented, 
young linebackers. Up front is where they are 
weak, and the defense will finish in the bottom 
half of the league until something is changed. 

One name that comes to mind is Chicago 
native Simeon Rice. The price was too steep a 
—>>E_LLE Sea 
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Payton Phares: born on "Sept. 21 in 
South Dakota, is named after the 
Bears’ legendary running back. 
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WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


What's the primary reason the Bears have staried the 
season so poorly? What two changes need to be made to 
salvage something? How many games will the Bears win? 

We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on ail matters involving 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. 

‘Send all letters to the above address or reach us via e- 


mail at: BearReport@aol.com. 


year ago when the Cardinals franchised him. 
and the Bears refused to give up last year's 
number one pick. The Bears used it on the 
frighteningly-gifted Brian Urlacher. 

Rice wants a big contract, but it will be 
money well spent if the Bears are able to land 
him. It is time to stop overpaying for marginal 
free agents like Shawn Wooden, Tom Carter, 
and Chris Hudson, and go out there and get 
the difference-making dominant pass rusher. 


Michael English 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 


Why is McNown playing? 


The real question is why are Da Bears 1-5? 

Obviously, Cade McNown doesn't look like 
he is ready to be our quarterback of the future. 
So the real question is why is he playing? How 
many games do We need to lose before Dick 
Jauron wakes up? The season is over unless a 
change is made. | think it is over anyway. 

Jauron wanted Cade last year, Cade did 
poorly. He wants Cade now. Again, Cade is 
doing poorly. So after the Saints game, we have 
no fullback and a coach who wants to start a 
losing quarterback. 

So coach Jauron, today’s question is —if you 
were paid by the win, who would you start at 
quarterback? T really doubt it would be Cade. 


Bob Newman 
Moorpark, California 
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No passion or intensity 


Asa life-long Bears fan, itis getting discour- 
aging to read headlines that call the Bears 
"inept" and "pitiful." I have always been and. 
will always be a Bears fan, but in such a season 
of expectations, this is getting hard to take. 

Cade McNown has the potential to be the 
future of the Bears, but wasting an entire sea- 
son on his education seems ridiculous. Jim 
Miller showed great skill and leadership last 
year-give him the starting job and let 
McNown's education take the time it deserves. 

Another issue that Bears need to address is 
their passion for the game. It disturbs me to see 
"three and out” series after series and dropped 
passes and the players just jog off the field with 
"so-what" attitudes. 

Even more disturbing is to see the cameras 
focus on Dick Jauron after such plays and he 
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WANTED: Portraits, posters, and all 
other memorabilia featuring former Bear 
Jerry Muckensturm. 

Contact: Duane -Billhartz, 1826 N. 
Charles, Belleville, IL 62221, (618) 234 
1536. 


WANTED: VHS tape of Bears’ Super 
Bowl XX. victory over New England 
Patriots. Wil pay for tape and postage. 

Contact: Mikela Seager. 911 7th 
Street, Brookings, 2 57007. e-mail 
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displays no emotion at all. Is this where the 
players are getting their attitudes? Maybe lam 
too used to Mike Ditka storming the sidelines, 
but there is no passion or intensity being 
demonstrated from the top down and itis hay- 
ing its effect on the entire team. 


Bear down, Chicago Bears! Growl longand 
loud and proudly! | 


Gene May 
Lillian, Alabama 


Give Barnes a chance 


Since the Bears have obviously written this 
season off and are arguably the worst team in 
the NFL (possible coin flip with the Bengals), 
can we at least play Marlon Barnes some at 
running back? I realize he looked terrific in pre- 
season, but don't hold that against him. I real- 
ize this fits well to "throwing in the towel,” but 
let's give Barnes a chance. 


John E. Fitzgerald 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Trivia Trove answer 
Jim Miller is the only Bears QB 
since 1962 to pass for at least 300 
yards in consecutive games. 
Miller did it last season. 
(From page 15) 


WANTED: To correspond with fellow 
Bears fans.  . 

Contact: Alex Sanchez, KSOTTI, 
High Desert State Prison, P.O, Box 
3030/C4-108. Susanville, CA 96127. 


WANTED: Two tickets to Bears- 
Indianapolis Colts game Nov, 5 at 
Soldier Field. Also Blackhawks tickets 
Nov. 5 and Nov. 8. 

Contact: Mike Otte, 2608 Markwood 
Street, Duarte, CA 91010-1941, (620) 


: 
0 
2) 

= 

2 
° 

ea 
s 
5 
a 
Ba 

ea 


